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OFFICE OF WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

PRELIMINARY FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency’s (EPA) implementing regulations (40 CFR Part 6), the EPA has completed an
environmental review of the following proposed action:

Issuance of Credit Assistance to the Columbia Power and Water Systems for the Long-Term Water
Supply Program

In the Environmental Assessment (EA) (EPA No. N2025256), the EPA evaluated the environmental
impacts of the issuing Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) credit assistance to the
Columbia Power and Water Systems (CPWS) for the Long-Term Water Supply Program (LTWSP). WIFIA
was signed into law in 2014, and the law authorizes the WIFIA program to be managed by the EPA’s
Headquarters. WIFIA is a federal credit program for eligible water and wastewater infrastructure
projects.

The proposed federal action under consideration in the EA is the approval or denial of WIFIA credit
assistance to CPWS for the LTWSP. The purpose of the LTWSP is to improve the area’s water
infrastructure and to provide the redundancy and resiliency needed to manage extreme weather
events at an economically feasible cost.

Under the EA, the EPA evaluated the following alternatives:
e No Action: Not providing WIFIA credit assistance
e Proposed Action: Providing WIFIA credit assistance

Based on the environmental impact analysis in the EA, the EPA has determined that no significant
environmental impacts are anticipated from the issuance of credit assistance to CPWS for the LTWSP,
and the Proposed Action does not constitute a major federal action significantly affecting the quality of
the human environment, making the preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
unnecessary. Therefore, | am issuing this preliminary Finding of No Significant Impact to document this
determination.

An electronic copy of this EA is available for download from EPA's NEPA Compliance Database at
https://cdxapps.epa.gov/cdx-enepa-Il/public/action/nepa/details?nepald=519072.
Comments regarding this preliminary decision may be submitted for consideration to:

Ms. Alaina McCurdy
Technical Analysis Branch, WIFIA Management Division


https://cdxapps.epa.gov/cdx-enepa-II/public/action/nepa/details?nepaId=519072

Office of Wastewater Management, Office of Water
U.S. EPA

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20460

Email: wifia@epa.gov

After evaluating any comments received, the EPA will make a final decision. This preliminary decision
and finding will then become final after the 30-day comment period expires if no substantive
comments are received.
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Andrew D. Sawyers, Director
Office of Wastewater Management
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